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Treasury  Department, 

14th  Februarij,  1826. 

Sir:  I have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  a Report,  received  at 
this  Department,  from  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  of  assays  of  foreign 
coins,  made  at  that  Institution  during  the  past  year. 

I have  the  honor  to  remain. 

With  the  highest  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

RICHARD  RUSH. 

The  Honorable  the  Speaker 

Of  the  House  of  Representatives  U.  S. 
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Mint  of  the  United  States, 
Philadelphia , Feb.  7,  1826. 

Sik:  Conformably  to  general  instructions  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, I have  caused  assays  to  be  made  of  the  foreign  coins,  cur- 
rent, by  law,  in  the  United  States,  and  have  now  the  honor  to  com- 
municate the  result  thereof. 

Foreign  Gold  Coins. 

From  the  Assayer’s  Report,  it  appears  that  flic  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal  contain  22  parts  of  fine  gold  in  24  parts;  those  of 
France,  21T*g-  parts  of  fine  gold  in  24  parts;  and  those  of  Spain  20£ 
parts  of  fine  gold  in  24  parts. 

Standard  gold  of  the  United  States,  contains  22  parts  fine  in  24 
parts,  and  the  eagle  of  ten  dollars,  contains,  as  by  law  establish- 
ed, 270  grains  of  standard  gold,  which  is  at  the  rate  of  100  cents  for 
27  grains  thereof,  or  88-|  cents  per  pennyweight.  According  to  the 
present  assay,  therefore,  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain  and  Portugal  will  be  100  cents  for  27  grains  thereof,  or  88|. 
cents  per  pennyweight;  that  of  the  gold  coins  of  France,  100  cents  for 
27t5/o  grains  thereof,  or  87-j-1^  cents  per  pennyweight;  and  that  of 
the  gold  coins  of  Spain,  100  cents  for  28T4^  grains  thereof,  or  S4T35^- 
eents  per  pennyweight. 

By  a series  of  the  annual  assays  made  of  the  aforesaid  coins,  during 
the  last  ten  years,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  gold  coins  of  Great 
Britain  are  uniformly  of  the  same  intrinsic  value  with  those  of  the 
United  States;  that  the  gold  coins  of  Portugal  approach  this  value  so 
very  nearly,  in  the  general  result,  that  they  may  be  considered  of  the 
same  standard:  that  the  average  intrinsic  value  of  the  gold  coins  of 
France  is  87-//^  cents  per  pennyweight,  and  that  of  the  gold  coins  of 
Spain  84T2^  cents  per  pennyweight. 

Foreign  Silver  Coins. 

From  the  Assayer’s  report,  it  appears  that  the  crowns  of  France 
contain  10  ounces  18  pennyweights  12  grains  of  fine  silver  in  12 
ounces;  that  the  five  franc  pieces  contain  10  ounces  16  pennyweights 
12  grains  of  fine  silver  in  12  ounces;  and  the  Spanish  dollars,  10 
ounces  15  pennyweights  18  grains  of  fine  silver  in  12  ounces. 

Standard  silver  of  the  United  States  contains  10  ounces  14  penny- 
weights 4^?  grains  of  fine  silver  in  12  ounces,  and  the  dollar  con- 
tains, as  by  law  established,  416  grains  of  stand ard  silver,  w hich  is 
at  the  rate  "of  1 1 5/T  cents  per  ounce.  According  to  the  present  assay, 
therefore,  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  crowns  of  France  will  be  1 1 7 t7JL. 
cents  per  ounce;  that  of  the  five  franc  pieces  1 16T6JL  cents  per  ounce; 
and  that  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  116T2<A-  cents  per  ounce. 
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From  the  average  weight  of  the  aforesaid  silver  coins,  ascertained 
by  numerous  trials  at  the  Mint,  with  the  result  of  a series  of  assays 
thereof,  made  during  the  last  ten  years,  the  following  may  be  consi- 
dered as  their  ordinary  intrinsic  value,  severally,  viz:  that  of  the 
French  crown  109  cents  1 mill;  that  of  the  five  franc  piece,  93  cents 
2 mills;  and  that  of  the  Spanish  dollar,  100  cents  4 mills. 

I have  the  honor  to  be, 

With  great  respect, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAM’L.  MOORE. 

Honorable  Richard  Rush, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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